
 
Haemorrhoids (or piles) are enlargements of the blood vessels in 
and around the anal canal. 

Haemorrhoids (or piles) are enlargements of the blood vessels in and 

around the anal canal. Although they can cause troublesome 

symptoms they are not usually dangerous. 

Haemorroids can present as: 

• Bleeding 

• Pain/burning/itch 

• Lump 

Haemorrhoids are very common and occur in 85% of the population but 

it is often necessary to exclude other causes of symptoms by 

performing a colonscopy. 

 


